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An Attitude Survey of Students and Faculty Two Years after Introduction
of Total Smoking Ban in Gifu University.

Mayumi Yamamoto®**”, Mika Tanaka®*”, Jun Takeda*”, Toshio Kuroki”.

Gifu University”

Health Administration Center”

United Graduate School of Drug Discovery and Medical Information Sciences”
Graduate School of Medicine, Department of Diabetes and Endocrinology®,
Department of Psychopathology®

1-1 Yanagido, Gifu 501-1194, Japan

Key words : total smoking ban, student, faculty, survey with questionnaire

Abstract

Background: Gifu University prohibited smoking in all university-owned buildings and grounds in April 2004.
Methods: To partly evaluate the effectiveness of the no-smoking action, we surveyed 5988 students and 1700
faculty members using a self-report questionnaire on smoking attitudes. The response rate for students and
faculty was 48.8% and 64.4%, respectively. Results: Fifty percent of the students and 25% of faculty members
did not know the contents of the health promotion law in significant detail. Twelve percent of the students and
49 of the faculty did not know of the university no-smoking action even after two years. About 76% of both
the students and faculty considered the smoking cessation program satisfactory, inconsistently with the widely
perceived problem of improperly disposed cigarette butts. About 75% of both students and faculty did not
recognize the social/economical damage of smoking. Eighty-three of the 310 students and 74 of the 151 faculty
members declined to enroll in smoking cessation programs offered by the university. Conclusion: Thus, clarity
in the parameters of the ban and understanding the health and social problems associated with smoking are

required for the success of university programs to reduce smoking for student's health.
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One Year after Implementation of the Total Smoking Ban in Taxis in Oita City,
Japan - Questionnaire to Managers of Taxi Companies

Abstract
Background: The Oita Taxi Kyokai prohibited smoking in all taxis in Oita City from April, 2006. The present
study reports the results of a questionnaire distributed to managers of taxi companies in Oita City one year
after the implementation of this measure.
Methods: The questionnaire about "nonsmoking taxis" was sent out to the managers of all taxi companies in
Oita City in June, 2007. From the questionnaire, the following 4 items were chosen for investigation:

(Q.1) How do you feel about the total smoking ban in taxis in general?

(Q.2) How do you feel your work environment has changed after the implementation?

(Q.3) What was the advantage of the implementation?

(Q.4) What was the disadvantage of the implementation?
Results: All 21 managers responded to the questionnaire. As for Q.1, 14 out of 21 answered "Very good" or
"Good." As for Q.2, 12 out of 21 answered "Made improvements," and no one answered "Became worse." As for
Q.3, 9 answered "The nonsmoking taxi is highly regarded by passengers who do not smoke," and 8 answered
"The interior appointments of the taxis became cleaner." As for Q.4, 9 answered "There was some trouble with
passengers who smoke." On the other hand, 7 answered "Nothing special."
Conclusion: The results showed the smoking ban in all taxis in Oita City was fairly well accepted and received
a favorable reception, though the issue remains of how to request passengers who are smokers to refrain from
smoking. This study was the first report to reveal the actual conditions after a smoking ban had been
implemented in all taxis controlled by an administrative unit in Japan. These data may assist policymakers in
promoting policies regarding nonsmoking taxis in the future.

Key words : Nonsmoking taxi, Survey of managers, Questionnaire, Oita City
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